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The Jornada Research Institute (JRI) has as its 
mission the study of the archaeological, 
ethnohistoric, historic and natural resources of the 
northern Chihuahuan Desert of Arizona, New Mexico, 
West Texas and adjacent regions. JRI is committed 
to the protection and preservation of these resources 
so that current and future generations may benefit 
from their research and educational values.  JRI is 
represented by researchers from broad backgrounds 
that allow the Institute to focus on multi-disciplinary 
approaches while sharing and engaging the public 
through a variety of educational and training 
opportunities 

 

You might be interested to know that…. 

Prehistoric peoples of the Ohio area relied on a number of 
“lost crops” thousands of years before the introduction of 
maize. Researchers at Ohio University have found that “lost 
crops” like sumpweed, goosefoot, maygrass, erect knotweed 
and little barley were domesticated beginning about 5,000 
years ago. These domesticates help fuel the rise of the 
complex Adena- Hopewell culture. 
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 The Trump administration 
has decreased the 
acreages of the Bears Ears 
and Grand Staircase-
Escalante National 
Monuments in Utah, 
chipping away the 1906 
Antiquities Act. To make 
your voice heard, contact 
Senator Martin Heinrich who 
sits on the natural resources 
committee: 
 www.heinrich.senate.gov/contact   
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities 

Motifs in Motion: Guided tour of Three Rivers Petroglyph Site 
 
Joan E. Price, a research associate with JRI, has been visiting and 
studying the vast Three Rivers Petroglyph Site fifteen miles north of 
Tularosa, NM, for over 20 years. On Saturday, Feb. 3, 2018, Price will 
lead a guided tour discussing visual motifs on stones interacting with 
light and shadow that suggest prehistoric calendar events significant 
to prehistoric culture groups with a particular focus on Mimbres 
Jornada imagery. Weather permiting, participants will have a rare 
chance to view a dramatic solar alignment of a thin shaft of light 
casting across the head of a metamorphic figure. The carefully 
composed figure, placement and timing suggests that the makers 
recorded this interplay of solar light and shadow as significant to the 
Mimbres ceremonial calendar.  
 
Several petroglyph authorities have noted the strong visual and 
thematic relationship between the Mimbres iconography of western 
New Mexico painted on their famed prehistoric Southwestern 
pottery styles and a style of petroglyphs at Three Rivers Petroglyph 
Site in a distant relationship between the two regions. Tour 
participants will see several Mimbres style painted glyphs created 
between AD 1000-1150 that compare well to chiseled images on 
stones that manifest ephemeral landscape structures of light and 
dark imagery suggesting important ritual calendar dates to Jornada 
Mimbres.  
 
There is a $5 fee for day use of the site maintained by the Bureau of 
Land Management. Camping is allowed for an additional fee. 
Please call the hosts at Three Rivers Petroglyph Site for camping 
facilities and fees. For more information and reservations (required), 
please call Price at (575) 585-4983. Bring a broad brim hat and 
sunglasses, sunscreen, long warm sleeve shirts, long pants, sturdy 
walking boots, water and light snacks/lunch. There will be a lunch 
break under shade about half way through the day. 
 
Please be advised: We will be staying on the well-maintained public 
trail, however, access to the archaeoastronomical site is very 
difficult. Walking sticks are a good idea. 
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Field and Research Updates 

 Petroglyph National Monument 

JRI Research Associate Jeffery Hanson has just begun a new 
project at Petroglyph National Monument (PNM). The purpose of 
the study is to analyze the distribution of the flute player motif in a 
landscape setting. The flute player, also known as kokopelli, has a 
wide distribution at petroglyph and pictograph sites in the 
American Southwest. The motif has been interpreted as a symbol of 
water and fertility, and is often associated with water/fertility 
symbols such as serpents, spirals and frogs. The present study seeks 
to take a landscape approach to the flute player. The theory is that 
the motif will be more likely to be found in topographic settings 
where water might have been available, either seasonally or after 
heavy rains. We would expect then to find flute players and other 
fertility symbols on workable rock faces near drainages, seeps, or 
springs. The escarpment on the west side of Albuquerque provides 
an excellent landscape setting to test this idea. The cliff faces from 
north to south are cut by numerous large and small arroyos that 
would have acted as runoff drainages during times of heavy 
precipitation, such as during the monsoon season. These drainages 
could have produced temporary pools or alluvial runoff that would 
enhance hunting or collection of wild plants. Placement of the flute 
players and associated motifs would demonstrate a connection to 
these localities as places of water, life and fertility. During times of 
drought, these places might have attracted ritual use as points of 
communication between shamans and the spirits governing 
rainfall. In addition these places may have served an ethno-
topographic function as a preferred drainage as a water source. 
Initial observation at the Piedras Marcadas section of PNM has 
found flute players located in boulder configurations at four 
drainages. Surveys along the escarpment of Piedras Marcadas 
Canyon, Boca Negra Canyon, and Rinconada Canyon are being 

undertaken to document the location of flute players. Field and 
Research updates continue on Page 4. 

 

 

Public Law 101-313 

Creation of Petroglyph 
National Monument, 1990.  

This significant piece of 
legislation was sponsored by 
the late New Mexico Senator 
Pete Dominici. Entitled the 
Petroglypgh National 
Monument Establishment Act 
of 1990, this law was the 
culmination of intense effort 
on the part of New Mexicans 
to preserve and protect the 
cultural resources along 
Albuquerque’s west side 
escarpment. Specifically, 
Congress found that: 

(1) the nationally significant 
Las Imagines Archaeological 
District contains more than 
15,000 documented 
prehistoric and historic 
petroglyphs; 

(2) the district contains 65 
other archaeological sites; 

(3) the petroglyphs and these 
sites are threatened. 
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Field and Research Updates, continued. 

La Luz Pottery Factory 

Pete Eidenbach continued to lead semi-monthly public tours of La Luz 
Pottery through the summer and early fall, hosting visitors from all over 
the state. One of the visitors was so interested that she compiled all the 
newspaper articles on the Pottery and Rowland Hazard from 1924 
through 1970 and supplied Tularosa Basin Historical Society with 
copies. The TBHS Pottery Committee volunteers have helped reroof, 
stucco, and paint the Commissary building on Laborcita Road and the 
Bunkhouse near the kiln. More than a dozen color photographs of La Luz 
pots (many from Rick Miller’s collection) have been printed and framed 
and are hung in the Showroom building, along with several historic news 
items. In the near future a ceramic kil will be donated by Tony Hyde of 
Clay Works, High Rolls, and installed next to the Laboratory Building. A 
pottery studio will be set up in the Lab Building so local volunteer potters 
can begin demonstrating ceramics manufacture for school groups. If 
anyone knows about a potters wheel which is not in use and might be 
contrubuted please let tiopete know. 
 
This Fall, Pete has been collaborating with Rebecca Morales, most 
recently faculty at Univ. California San Diego, who is preparing an exhibit 
on Latinos in the San Diego area for the La Jolla Historical Society 
Museum. She plans to highlight the Rodriguez Brothers of La Jolla who 
were the principal potters at La Luz. Rebecca and Pete have learned that 
Rowland Hazard III commissioned Alamogordo lawyer George Shipley to 
purchase the La Jolla Canyon Clay Products Company, probably as an 
inducement to recruit the three Rodriguez Brothers as potters during the 
summer at La Luz. Ultimately, the Rodriguez purchased the mortgage 
from Roy and Cornelio, the eldest, continued to throw pots in La Jolla 
until the 1980s. The Rodriguez Brothers were central to the California 
Mission Revival Style and were the preferred tile source for John Gaw 
Meen, founder of New Mexico’s Pueblo Revival Style. La Luz Pottery will 
be a central feature for tours during the upcoming Historical Society of 
New Mexico annual meetings this coming April. Y’all come! 

 

La Luz Pottery Factory, photo by 
Helen Threinen, 1979 

 
. 

 

La Luzy Pottery Factory, photo 
by Helen Threinen, 1979 

 

Recent photo of the factory 
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Research and Field Updates, continued. 

Creekside Village 

From David Greenwald- On-going investigations at Creekside 
Village have been focused on exploring the irrigation and water 
management systems that were constructed by Jornada 
Mogollon villagers during the 7th century. As previously mentioned, 
our efforts have identified an irrigation system that tapped the Rio 
Tularosa upstream of the village and provided water for fields 
located on the floodplain. Additional studies with help of various 
students from Eastern New Mexico University have been focused 
on ditches that conveyed water to fields on the slopes above the 
floodplain. We have speculated that villagers built a reservoir and 
diverted runoff in upland areas that supplied water to fields. Efforts 
have now documented the presence of two ditch alignments that 
originate in the vicinity of the reservoir (the reservoir is located on 
BLM lands and therefore no investigations have been conducted 
in any portion of the site other than documentation of surface 
expressions). Continued investigations, involving the excavations 
of several shovel trenches, have documented not only the 
ditches, but also terraced agricultural fields. Efforts thus far have 
identified at least six terraces, separated by earthen berms. These 
terraces were leveled with constructed berms of local sediments. 
Agricultural soils have been recorded to depths of 60 cm, where 
culturally sterile deposits are encountered. These agricultural soils 
include ceramics, flaked stone, and thermally-altered rocks and 
charcoal. The presence of rocks with burning and heat spalls, plus 
the charcoal, suggests food-processing activities took place in the 
fields or that organic matter was added to the agricultural soils. 
Shallow ditches have been found traversing two of the terraces 
(perhaps each terrace); these ditches are located on the upslope 
side of the terrace, about 1 meter downslope of the field berm.  

More on Creekside Village on Page 6 

 

 

 

In the News  

The Role of Squanto in 
Thanksgiving. 

From the New York Times, 
November 21, 2017. 

Tisquantum, known as 
Squanto, played a large role 
in helping the Pilgrims in 
their first Thanksgiving at 
Plymouth Rock. His people, 
the Patuxet, a band of the 
Wampanoag tribe, had lived 
on the site where the Pilgrims 
settled. Upon arrival he 
became a translator for them 
in diplomacy and trade with 
other tribes, and showed 
them the most effective 
method for planting corn and 
the best locations to fish,  
according to Kate Sheehan, a 
spokeswoman for Plimoth 
Plantation, a living history 
museum in Plymouth. He 
spent several years in 
England, where he learned 
English. He returned to New 
England in 1619, only to find 
his entire Patuxet tribe dead 
from smallpox. He met the 
Pilgrims in March 1621.  

 

Source: the East Oregonian, 
February 20th, 2017 
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Creekside Village, continued. 

Future investigations will focus on determining the aerial extent of the agricultural terraces, but 
current efforts are focused on defining the morphology of the terraces, berms, and ditches. While 
investigating the ditches associated with the field terraces, a roasting pit with thermally-altered 
rock and charcoal was discovered in one of the irrigation ditches. A sample of burned materials 
(either agave or yucca flowering stalk) was submitted for radiocarbon analysis from the roasting 
pit. The flowering stalk generated a date of A.D. 673 +/- 21 years, providing not only a date for the 
roasting pit but also establishing that the ditch was abandoned prior to A.D. 700 and providing 
support for the establishment of village settlement during (or possibly prior to) the 7th century. 

Our investigations indicate that Creekside Village represents one of the best-preserved and most 
informative Mesilla phase sites yet discovered in the Tularosa Basin. The investigations also 
demonstrate that the Jornada Mogollon during this time employed similar levels of social and 
technological organization as other groups across the Southwest, making use of ceremonial 
architecture, employing elaborate water management and conservation methods, and creating 
irrigation agricultural systems that supported village residents on a year-round basis.  

Research will continue at Creekside Village over the next year with a focus on completing a 
preliminary report on the accomplishments of the past three years efforts. Initial investigations have 
been completed in the great kiva, but additional efforts are needed in association with the study 
of the houses, ditch systems, and fields. Following a wet monsoon season, we are anticipating a 
“warmer than usual” winter and intend to continue field efforts throughout the winter months. 
Watch for announcements regarding upcoming field dates. We look forward to your continued 

assistance in our field efforts. More Field and Research Updates on Page 11. 

 

“Cut 1” of Feature 56 (The Neely Ditch). 
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Public Outreach 

2016-2017 JRI contributes significant exhibits and public education outreach at Tularosa 
Basin History Museum  

JRI research associates and members are collaborating in public education outreach programs 
for the Tularosa Basin History Museum in numerous ways.  As a guest curator, Joan Price designed 
and produced four large photomural posters about the Three Rivers Petroglyph Site for the 
prehistoric section. Pete Eidenbach, also with JRI, has taken a strong direction in research and 
restoration of La Luz Pottery grounds with an exhibit at TBHM and field tours every two weeks. 
TMHM curator Jean Killer-Dann has worked with and consulted with JRI Director David Greenwald 
for some 15 years to provide professional resources to the public. JRI members Jim Shields, a history 
teacher at Alamogordo High School, and Kerry Miyoshi, science teacher at AHS have also 
focused their students on the cultural legacy of this region. However, a new approach with 
younger students may be more successful in introducing the rich archaeological record to the 
Tularosa Basin residents to create a sense of stewardship for the region, a goal shared by both JRI 
and the museum. Continued on Page 8. 

 

History comes alive for North Elementary students during their tour of the richly endowed and 
designed exhibits in the Tularosa Basin History Museum.  Photograph by Joan Price. 
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Public Outreach, continued from page 7. 

In the spring of 2016, Dr. George Straface, retired superintendent of the Alamogordo Public School 
system and former Tularosa Basin History Museum Board member, initiated a trial run with 4th grade 
teachers at Desert Star Elementary School to establish a method of docent guided tours through 
the museum to introduce the young residents to the rich history and prehistory of the Tularosa 
Basin. These tours are providing a vital local link to what they read and study for required standards 
in New Mexico state history at the fourth grade level.  Joan E. Price, a research associate with JRI 
and a substitute teacher with APS for 10 years, was elected to the TBHM board in September and 
has coordinated the 4th grade New Mexico History project to grow to the next step –guided tours 
for every elementary school in the district as well as with home school organizations and Father 
Hay Catholic School. Price also serves as the tour guide through the prehistoric section.  Iconic 
yellow school buses now arrive on Wednesdays carrying students to the museum to learn the rich 
basin legacy from prehistoric eras to recent military histories, Native American ancient petroglyphs, 
tightly woven baskets, finely painted clay bowls and archaeological artifacts to the powerful 
railroad system, ranching interests and modern inventions that ushered Basin residents into the 
modern era. 

Lisa Patterson,	an administrative assistant at APS, organized all the school schedules and Angelina 
B. Ceballes, a fourth grade teacher at Desert Star, coordinated with Price and Patterson. They 
were invaluable in creating a smooth transition in this jump in scale of public education outreach 
to hundreds of students. Furthermore, they provided every teacher with PDF copies of the 
numerous TBHM museum guides available to the public as a resource in each class of young 
students.  

Hands-on experience is a key concern for high school teachers Miyoshi and Shields—to get their 
students out of the classroom culture and into the prehistoric environment of this relatively 
unknown yet culturally rich region-- “working field trips” to build well-rounded student learning and 
personal appreciation of the cultural resources of the ground they walk on every day. Students in 
Environmental Science and 9th Grade New Mexico History have taken part in archaeological 
methods at an archaeological site on the Rio Tularosa. 

“Experiencing the vast outdoors and learning the findings of natural sciences at archaeological 
sites is a powerful and healthy counter to the increasingly insulated cell phone world of 
teenagers,” says Price. “Too many times, I myself have seen youth (and adults) hike at Three Rivers 
Petroglyph Site glued to cell phone in their hands looking at the dramatic outdoor environment 
only occasionally. I think bringing the younger students into the museum may excite them and 
open their eyes to the outdoor life and interesting lifestyle of the earlier human cultures before 
social media fills up their teen years. ”We will survey teachers soon about their ideas about the 
learning process of the museum tours. Your comments and questions are welcome.  Call Price at 
(575)740-7084. 
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Fort Craig Documentary….”Helluva Way to 
Treat a Soldier.” 

This past summer and fall, JRI, with the cooperation of the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation, Albuquerque Area Office, presented 
to public audiences the award-winning 
documentary.“Helluva Way to Treat a Soldier.” The film was 
presented at the Flickinger Center for the Performing Arts in 
Alamogordo on June 21st, and again at the Farm and Ranch 
Heritage Museum in Las Cruces on October 18th. Produced 
by Robert Aukerman, directed by Blake Miller, and written by 
Liam Rooney, the story recounts the looting of the Fort Craig 
cemetery. Fort Craig, which is now a National Register site, is 
located along the Rio Grande, north of Truth or 
Consequences and south of Socorro; the ruins of the Fort are 
open to the public and can be toured during regular hours. It 
was a military fort established in 1854 to protect travelers 
along the Camino Real. It was decommissioned in 1886. This 
video production (approximately 45 min in length) presents 
the events that led to the investigations of looting and the 
removal of interments from the cemetery, and efforts 
undertaken to prevent further unauthorized disturbance and 
removal of human burials within the cemetery. The story of 
Thomas Smith, Private of the 125th United States Colored 
Troops, will be shared, along with the process by which 
identification of David Ford (Company C 38thInfantry) and 
Levi Morris (Company B 9th Calvary) were made. Caleb Scott, 
also a member of the US Colored Troops, remains missing 
from the burial population. Leading the discussions of the film 
were Research Associate and JRI Vice President Jeffery 
Hanson, who served as the Bureau of Reclamation 
Archaeologist during this time and was deeply involved in the 
criminal   

Continued on Page 10 

 

 

.

 

Looted grave 

 

Autopsied soldier 

 

Infant grave 

  

 

 

 



   

  Page 10 of 15 
   

 

 

   

Fall 2017 Newsletter 
 

Fort Craig, continued from Page 9 

investigation and field efforts, and JRI President David Greenwald, who directed the field 
efforts to collect information relating to the looting and directed the excavations and 
recovery all human remains, will introduce the film and address questions. Mr. Mark 
Hungerford, US Bureau of Reclamation Archaeologist and a member of the investigation 
team, was also be present at the Alamogordo viewing, and addressed questions following 
the film. Following laboratory analysis, all human remains were reburied in the Santa Fe 
National Cemetery, with honors. All of the artifacts that were recovered with human 
remains were also re-buried. Those artifacts that came from empty coffins are being used 
for educational purposes. The film provides historical background, discusses law 
enforcement actions, and interviews participants in the recovery efforts and those with 
specific information regarding the looting activities. These investigations were carried out 
between 2005 and 2008; much of the criminal investigation and information from the 
fieldwork could not be released to the public until the investigations regarding the criminal 
case had been concluded, causing this excavation project to be one of mystery and 
intrigue. These presentations were free to the public and graciously supported by the 
Flickinger Center for Performing Arts and the Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum.  

                                     
   Outlining a coffin after backhoe stripping.               Employing the “window” technique. 
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Field and Research Updates, Continued.  

Field Work, Symposiums and Report Writing, by Margaret Berrier 
 
It has been a busy fall for this Jornada Research Institute’s rock art researcher. Between 
symposiums and fieldwork I also completed five reports for the Las Cruces Bureau of Land 
Management. These reports are a part of my volunteers work for the BLM updating and 
augmenting information about rock art on their properties. I recently sent these reports to the 
Archaeological Records Management System (ARMS) in Santa Fe. Three of these reports were on 
sites that weren’t in ARMS and two were updates that included location corrections as well as 
additional photos, information about the rock art and condition assessments.   
 
Between report writing I also attended the Utah Rock Art Research Association meeting in Green 
River, Utah the first weekend in October. I gave a presentation “Tantalizing Tassili: Rock Art of the 
Plateau of the Rivers” which highlighted the changing climate through time as evidenced by the 
petroglyphs and pictographs. The Utah Rock Art Research Association works on numerous 
recording projects similar to the ones I work on so it was great to share best practices in their 
breakout sessions.  
 
At the Jornada Mogollon Conference in El Paso, Texas, the Jornada Research Institute had 
presentations from three of its associates, Joan Price, Dave Greenwald and myself. My 
presentation was titled Ceremonial Depictions of Bighorn Sheep Anthropomorphs in the Jornada 
Mogollon, which will culminate in a paper to be published in 2018 or 2019 as part of the biannual 
proceedings publication. This was the abstract 
 

The Jornada-Mogollon region is known for its rich body of rock art. Researchers, like Polly 
Schaafsma and Kay Sutherland, have suggested that images such as the cloud 
terraces, masks, goggle-eyed figures and horned serpents are associated with religion. 
Although hundreds of bighorn sheep images exist in the regional rock art these figures 
aren’t usually mentioned except in a general inventory of frequently found motifs. None 
the less, there are some unusual anthropomorphs adorned with bighorn 
sheep headdresses that suggest a possible ceremonial use. These images appear 
mostly in the eastern Jornada Mogollon as delineated by Lehmer (1948). Other highly 
stylized bighorn sheep images as well as artifacts and a few examples of bighorn sheep 
on Mimbres pottery contribute to the evidence that bighorn sheep also had 
ceremonial use. 

 
In early December I am traveling to Comstock, Texas to visit and work at the Shumla 
Archaeological Research and Education Center. Shumla is one of the premier non-profit rock 
art research groups in the United States. I hope to learn more about their documentation 
techniques and there data base. Chances are that I will also get to visit a couple of rock art 
sites while I’m there. Further plans include recording additional sites in southern New Mexico. 

Field and Research updates continued on Page 15.  
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Around the Kiva 

Eastern New Mexico Fieldschool at Creekside Village  

This year Drs. Heather Smith and Kerriann Marden of Eastern New 
Mexico University’s Anthropology and Applied Archaeology 
Department developed a different kind of fieldschool. Our goal was 
to provide students with an understanding of the excavation–
analysis–curation process to help them appreciate and practice 
thorough and objective field recording, systematic excavation 
techniques, and professional methods to analyze of archaeological 
and forensic materials. During the first half of the four-week session, 
students were trained in archaeological and forensic methods “in-
house” at the Anthropology Department’s laboratories, the 
Blackwater Draw Site, and Arch Lake to prepare students to put their 
newfound skills into action during the last week of June at the 
Creekside Village archaeological site excavation in a collaboration 
with the Jornada Research Institute. 

To prepare for Creekside Village, students mapped the Blackwater 
Draw National Historic Landmark using GPS and Total Data Stations, 
were introduced to styles of ceramic sherds that they would 
encounter at the Creekside Village, and studied stone tool 
manufacturing with special guest and flintknapping expert Tom 
Heflin. Students also set up a site grid and mapped their individual 
activity areas that they created during their experimental flint-
knapping session. Special guest, ENMU zooarchaeologist Dr. Kathy 
Durand, also taught students to identify and work with faunal remains 
that they might recover at the Creekside Village excavation.  

The students arrived at the transitional Basketmaker III–Pueblo I site in 
Tularosa, NM, in late June and set up camp in the shadow of the 
Sacramento Mountains with Drs. Smith, Marden, and Durand. 
Preparations to join the excavations at the Creekside Village site 
began with a site tour from our gracious host, Principal Investigator and 
Jornada Institute Director David Greenwald. After introductions to 
David, fellow excavator Dale Frost, and a host of wonderful volunteers, 
the students began to rotate through each of the excavation areas so  

Continued on Page 13. 

 

Dr. Kathy Durand and 
fieldschool students 

excavateThe great Kiva at 
Creekside Village. 

 

 
 

. 

Dr. Kerriann Marden supervises 
excavations at pithouse feature 1. 

 

Graduate student Erick Martinez 
and undergraduate student 

Brandon Aranda assist Gilbertson in 
the irrigation excavation. 
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ENMU fieldschool, continued. 

that they could gain experience working at a pithouse, a Kiva, and a prehistoric irrigation system. 

Over the course of the week, students literally worked “in the trenches”, as they helped David bisect 
the proposed early Jornada-Mogollon irrigation systems by digging long trenches that reached 
depths of up to a meter. Under the instruction of David and graduate student, Christine Gilbertson, 
fieldschool students had the opportunity to examine and draw stratigraphy documenting the 
ancient water features. A team of students also created a digital map of the irrigation trenches 
using the Total Data Station. In the pithouses, students strove to “find the floor” while maintaining a 
systematic excavation, and learned about how “false floors” are created by various post-
depositional processes.  

Students mapped and collected artifacts such as Tularosa black-on-white ceramic sherds, a variety 
of stone tools and debris, and even fill from a central hearth feature. The Kiva provided some of the 
most exciting excavation experience, as many students had never had the opportunity to work in 
such a culturally unique structure. “Kivas are so rare, the opportunity to excavate a Kiva is 
something that most archaeologists never get to do”, exclaimed fieldschool student Nathan 
Shelley.  

Creekside Village was a terrific opportunity for students to gain experience in a real field-camp 
setting. As they rotated through each excavation locality, they also received instruction and advice 
from a variety of JRI members who have been working in the region for many years. As students 
practiced their skills in archaeological methods, they also practiced cooperation and 
professionalism. Most of all they had fun! Days were filled with exuberance, many laughs, and the 
successful inspiration of so many students to continue their pursuit of archaeology. We are extremely 
grateful to David Greenwald and JRI for providing this opportunity for our students and look forward 
to our next visit to Creekside Village. Students are listed below. 

Megan Anderson          Brandon Aranda          Cheyanne Aumiller, 

     Emily Breidenbach        Laura Evans                   Cash Ficke, 

                                                   Taylor Jones                   Marisol Montano           Oliver Williams, 

       Carbone Katie               Erick Martinez                Christine Gilbertson, 

       Nathan Shelley              Michael Merrit 
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In Memorium: Mark Harlan 

By Deni Seymour 

Dr. Mark Edward Harlan passed to the other side on June 2, 2017 following a dignified and protracted battle 
with cancer. Born October 20, 1947, he is mourned by family and friends. Mark’s lasting legacy is encompassed 
both in the acts he accomplished with his heart and with his considerable analytical skills. Friends and 
colleagues have shared many of their fond recollections of him. His closest friends remember that Mark had a 
clear sense of what was important in his life and was not much bothered by the small stuff. He was solid and 
you could count on him for help or advice. Underneath the witty quips and those dancing eyes was such a 
good heart. Those eyes and their twinkle where a portal into his inner soul, so rich in depth, yet amour-encased 
from life’s often brutal experiences, but nonetheless providing testimonial into his true character. Mark was in his 
element as host and chef, enjoying with satisfaction the delight among friends and family when they savored 
his cooking, which was often a real Italian dinner prepared with care and love. Another friend and colleague 
commented that he pursued his research diligently and passionately with a rare critical eye and sophisticated 
grasp of the analytical process. He left a lasting impression on his students as well, some remembering fondly 
the inspiration he imparted. Mark had a diverse and prolific career path in both the academic and private 
sectors where he was able to apply his considerable analytical, mathematical, programming, and language 
skills to productive use to the very end, resulting in numerous publications and practical applications relevant to 
Mesoamerica, the Southwest, and method and theory. As an anthropologist his concern was with 
understanding the human condition, touching the present by understanding the past. One of his most current 
revelations relates to the need to combine science with compassion in the peoples we study. Mark was a true 
friend, respected scholar, devoted son and partner, insightful analyst, life-long teacher and learner, always 
growing, and whose quest for knowledge was unquenchable. Mark touched those around him in lasting ways 
as exemplified in the manner he honored his wife and her work, her vision. It is therefore with gratitude that his 
wife may in turn commemorate his life by establishing a research fellowship fund so that his life’s research may 
be completed, his memory honored, and he can continue to do things for others. Donations can be made to a 
fund established in his name at Jornada Research Institute. 
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Field and Research Updates, Continued.  

Upcoming talks from Research Associate Deni Seymour 
 
 
 
The Xoum-ma-no Pueblos, Where They Come Often to Trade, Southwest Symposium, January 
5, 2018, 9 am, Denver 
   
An enduring question regarding the Salinas-area Eastern Frontier Pueblos, including Gran Quivira/Las 
Humanas, is why these Tompiro centers were called Jumano Pueblos. Archaeological evidence of 
mobile visitors surrounding these pueblos gathered over a decade and a half provides fresh 
perspectives on this question that are consistent with Benavides’ observation that they were called 
Jumano because mobile visitors came to trade. One important unstated facet of this “Jumano 
Problem” relates to the meaning of the word Jumano in Tiwa, and presumably the related Tanoan 
Piro language. Another unexamined misimpression is that the plainsmen bringing products of the hunt 
to the Eastern Frontier Pueblos were solely Apaches. The mystery of these Trade Pueblos is resolved 
once archaeological results are paired with documentary, ethnographic, and linguistic evidence, 
demonstrating how the (a) conflation of ethnicity with livelihood and (b) assumptions about 
exclusivity and constancy in trade partnerships have been the basis for the perceived problem. 
Denver Museum of Nature & Science 2001 Colorado Blvd. Denver, CO 80205 
  
 
Apaches and Their Horses, January 2, 2018; 1-2 pm, Hauser Museum, Sierra Vista 
Arizona Humanities Speakers Bureau.  
 
An abbreviated history and historical anecdotes of horses among the Apache. For many they do not 
become the Apache until the adoption of the horse--which is said to have triggered the raiding 
adaptation. In this presentation I address this and many other notions about the Apache and their 
horses. No doubt, horses played a central role in the Apachean world but the horse divide is not as 
pronounced as thought. I discuss various ways in which horses changed the ancestral Apache 
lifeway, how horses survived and thrived without European horse culture, how horses shaped warfare 
and intercultural relations, and how horses were intertwined with family and inter-band relations 
through horse trading and gambling. Horses were integrated into Apachean lives in many ways, 
including through the use of horse power and ceremonies, and they played a role in death rituals. 
While the horse is maintained in contemporary culture, archaeological traces document the 
historical role of the horse in rock art, horse bones, landscape use, and artifacts. 

Deni has more talks scheduled for the winter and early spring of 2018. Check them out at the JRI 
website: http://jornadaresearchinstitute.com     HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM ALL OF US AT JR!! 


